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THE REASON GIVEN, 



BTC. 



Sewel, in his " History of the People called 
Quakers," says, " That name was given them in 
scorn .... but the name whereby they call 
one another is that of Friends. And herein 
they have the example of primitive Christians, 
as may be seen Acts xxvii. 3, where it is said 
that Julius the centurion courteously entreated 
Paul; and gave him liberty to go unto the 
Friends (for so the Greek hath it) to refresh 
himself ; and 3 Epist. John 14 we read* * The 
Friends salute thee ;' and * Greet the Friends by 
name.' " [Vol. 2, p. 589, 5th ed.] 

As there are many sorts of people who now 
call themselves Friends, some additional title 
is necessary to prevent confusion. The one 
chosen shows that those adopting it prefer the 
early constitution of the Society of Friends to 



• Not otir Friendf m it is rendered, bi^| ** jk^^cj^enda. 
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4 THE REASON GIVEN. 

the present plan of Birthright Membership. 
In 1733, Thomas Story, speaking of the early 
Friends, says, "They bore a three-fold testi- 
mony in the world. 1st. To the sufficiency of 
the Spirit of Chi:ist, as an Instructer in the 
things of Gkrd and eternal life. 2ndly. To a 
holy and innocent life, as the necessary con- 
sequences of such teaching. 3rdly. Against an 
anti-Christian ministry, subsisting by Tithes 
and other corrupt means." We quite agree 
with Thomas Story herein. 

Suppose, then, an individual to be attracted 
towards this people, and that we trace his 
progress from his first coming among them. 
He went to their meetings for worship, and 
finding refreshment of soul, the love of Christ 
induced him to continue to attend. After a 
time, being desirous of becoming a member, he 
made application. Two Friends were appointed 
to confer with him thereupon. They told him 
of their Scriptural method,* namely, that every 
one joining them has to declare, either per- 
sonally or in writing, thus : " I profess faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God." 
These words he wrote and signed. They took 
charge of the document, which they afterwards 



*Act8 viii. 37, " And be answered and said, I believe tbat 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 
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THE KEASON GIVEN. 5 

handed to the Clerk of the next Monthly- 
Meeting. They informed this meeting of their 
having had a satisfactory opportunity with 
A. B., and that they know not of' anything to 
prevent his being received into membership. 
The meeting, after solid deliberation, feeling 
unity therewith, the same Friends were ap- 
pointed to tell him so, and to invite him to 
attend the Meetings for Discipline. Thus he 
became a Member. And here it may be noted, 
that this mode of admission necessarily excludes 
infants from membership. They cannot so 
profess, either by speech or in writing. 

A recent writer* has well observed, " There 
can be no objection to consider children, when 
they have sufficient faith in Christ to strive to 
* do the things that He says,' as unquestionably 
belonging to the Church imiversal. But what 
has this to do with the question of Birthright 
Membership, even if the text * all your children 
are holy' (1 Cor. vii. 14) should be taken to 
mean all your children are members of the 
Church universal and are regenerate persons? 
Our objection to considering them as members 
of a particular Church is, that they are not fit 
to perform the duties of such a Society. They 



♦ E. Barclay on Membership in the Society of Friends- 
61. [London, Harria, 1873.] 
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6 THE REASON GIVEN. 

may be able to perform certain fttnctions of the 
Church universal ; but until they are able to 
imderstand their duties as members of a par- 
ticular church, and can exercise them rightly, 
the responsibility does not attach to them. 
Children are not exhorted in the New Testament 
to obey the officers of the Church, but to obey 
their 'parents; while adult Christians are ex- 
horted to obey their Church Ofl&cers. There is 
not a singU text in the New Testament which 
implies in the remotest degree that infants, or 
young children, were considered as belonging 
to the Church, in the sense in which it can be 
considered as an objective outward society to 
advance the interests of Christianity." 

Thus it wiU be seen that the ground of 
receiving a Member is a credible profession of 
faith in Christ, shown clearly by his daily life 
and conduct being in accordance therewith* 

The duty of Eeligious Worship appears, 
whether we refer to the Old Testament or to 
the New. (Job i. 6) " The sons of God came 
to present themselves before the Lord." (Heb. 
X. 25) "Not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together, as the manner of some is ; but 
exhorting" [to it. Purver\ We find also, in 
Acts xiii. 15, 16, the rulers of the synagogue 
saying, "Men and brethren, if ye have any 
word of exhortation for the people, say on. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



THE KEASON GIVEN. 7 

Then Paul stopd up," and preached to them, 9s 
is recorded in the same chapter. 

Consider also 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25 : " If all 
prophesy, and there come in one that believeth 
not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, 
he is judged of all : and thus are the secrets of 
his heart made manifest ; and so falling down 
on his face he will worship God, and report 
that God is in you of a truth." 

With regard to Meetings for Discipline, the 
words of the Lord Jesus Himself show they are 
essential to a Christian Church. (Matt, xviii. 
17) : " If he shall neglect to hear them " [the 
brethren who have laboured privately with 
him], " teU it unto the Church : but if he neg- 
lect to hear the Church, let him be unto thee 
as an heathen man and a publican." [That is 
to say. If he cannot be reclaimed, exclude him 
from membership.] It is not said, Go to the 
rulers of this world for help. no ! Christ is 
king in his own kingdom. He endues his own 
children with his own Spirit; for He adds 
these words (verse 18), " Verily I say unto you, 
whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 
[Does not the last clause show that the object 
of Church Discipline is to heal if possible the 
wound that it was constrained to inflict? that 
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is to say, If it be needful to bind the oflfenditig 
brother, to restrain him from acting among you, 
and he should afterwards repent, loose him 
again, receive him afresh. This also wiU be 
ratified in heaven ; for it is not ye that act, but 
the Spirit of your Father that acteth in you.] 

The Apostle Paul, in 2 Cor. viii. 19, speaks 
of a brother who was " chosen of the churches 
to travel with us with this grace" (margin, 
gift) [the gift for relieving the poor saints]. 
This brother, it is generally supposed, was 
Luke, who was well known to the Macedonian 
churches. Paul adds, " And we have sent with 
them [Titus and Luke] our brother [" probably 
ApoUos"] whom we have oftentimes proved 
diligent in many things." On Paul's prudent 
conduct a good man comments thus : '^A'voiding 
this, taking care of this, that no man should 
blame us, charge me with any undue partial 
dealing, or as being unfaithful in this abundfcnce, 
this large collection, the management of which 
is entrusted with us. Frovid/ing for honest, or 
honourable, things, not only in the sight of the 
Lord, to whom it is and ought to be our first and 
chief care to approve ourselves, hd also in the sight 
of men, from whose minds I wish to remove every 
suspicion which might hinder my usefulness."* 



t Joseph Benson vn, loc» 
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THE REASON GIVEN, 9 

The esteem in which these brethren were 
held is evident from verse 23 ; they are " the 
messengers of the churches, and the glory of 
Christ." We see, then, that it was part of the 
work of the early Christian churches to choose 
their best men as messengers in important 
affairs. 

There are other things noticed in the New 
Testament as pertaining to a Christian Church 
and not to a public congregation. Some of 
these wUl occur farther on. At present we 
have to do with our newly-acquired Church 
Member. He hears a Query read, to be 
answered to a larger meeting (from the Monthly 
to the Quarterly), and here it is : — 

Are meetings for Worship and Disci- 
pline kept up ? and do Early Constitution 
Friends attend them duly, and at the time 
appointed I 

Let us now pass on to the Second Query, 
only premising that, in the first year of his 
attendance, A. B. hears them all read and 
answered. 

Is there among you any growth in 
the truth ? and hath any convineement 
appeared since last year ? 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



10 THE KEASON GIVEN. 

There is a beautiful connection between the 
First and Second Queries ; for our growth in the 
truth depends partly on our due attendance of 
religious meetings. The last part of the Second 
Query is weU linked on to its first part, for the 
convincement of others from without depends 
much on the holiness of those within. 

The Third Query runs thus : — 

Are Early Constitution Friends pre- 
served in love one towards another ; if 
differences arise, is due care taken speedily 
to end them ; and are Early Constitution 
Friends careful to avoid and discourage 
tale-bearing and detraction ? 

The Scriptural character of the above is appa- 
rent enough. 

(Luke X. 27.) — ^Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself. 
(1 Pet. i. 22.) — ^Love one another with a pure heart 

fervently. 
(PhiL iv. 2.) — I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syn- 

tyche, that they be of the same mind 

in the Lord. 
(Eph. iv. 32.) — Forgiving one another, even as God 

for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 
(Jas. iv. 11.) — Speak not evil one of another, 

brethren. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE REASON GIVEN. 11 

(EccL vii. 1.) — ^A good name is better than precious 

ointment. 
(Jas. iiL 2.) — K any man offend not in word, the 

same is a perfect man. 
(Lev. xix. 16.) — Thou shalt not go np and down as 

a talebearer among thy people. 
(Prov. XXV. 23.) — ^An angry countenance [driveth 

away] a backbiting tongue. 

The Fourth Query is : — 

Do Early Constitution Friends endea- 
vour by example and precept to train up 
their children, servants, and those under 
their care, in a religious life and conver- 
sation, consistent with our Christian pro- 
fession, in the frequent reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and in plainness of speech, 
behaviour, and apparel ? 

(PhiL iv. 11.) — ^Those things which ye have heard, 
and seen m me, do. 

(1 Thess. V. 22.) — ^Abstain fix)m every form of evil. 
(Sharpens Translation.) 

(Gen. xviii 18, 19.) — And the Lord said .. all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed 
in hun [Abraham] : for I know him, 
that he will command his children 

and his household after him, . and 

Google 



12 THE KEASON GIVEN. 

they will * keep the way of the Lord, 
to do justice and judgement. 

(Eph. vi. 4.) — Ye fathers provoke not your children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the 
instruction and discipline of the Lord. 
(Wesley *s Translation.) 

(Prov. xxii. 6.) — Train up a child in the way he 
should go; and when he is old, he 
wiU not depart from it. 

(Hos. viii. 12.) — I have written to him the great 
things of my law. 

(2 Tim. iii 15.) — From a child thou hast known 
the holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. 

(Rom. XV. 4.) — ^Whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learn- 
ing, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope. 

(Titus ii. 8.) — Sound speech that cannot be con- 
demned. 

(Job xxxii. 21, 22.) — Let me not, I pray you, 
accept any man*s person, neither let 
me give flattering titles unto man. 
For I know not to give flattering 



* The Hebrew fntnre tense may be rendered into English 
by either shall or rvill as may best suit the sense. 



THE REASON GIVEN. 13 

titles ; in so doing my Maker would 
soon take me away. 

(1 Cor. XL 4.) — ^Every man praying or prophesying, 
having his head covered dishonoureth 
his head. [Therefore we think it 
wrong to show the same token of 
, respect to man as we do to God, by 
taking off the hat.] 

(1 Pet. iii. 3, 4, 5.) — Whose adorning, let it not be 
that outward adorning, of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel ; but let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great 
price ; fcr after this manner, in the 
old time, the holy women also who 
trusted in God, adorned themselves. 
[" Plainly intimating that those who 
of old were holy, and did truKt in 
God, placed not their delight iii such 
ornaments." — ^Y. M. Epistle, 1739.] 

The following clear and excellent Article is 
copied from the Philadelphia Frimdy vol. xlvi., 
p. 342:-, 

"the plain dress. 
" Without going into particulars it may be suffi- 
cient to state, that although the writer was bom a 
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member of the Society of Friends, he did not feel 
called upon to uphold their testimony as to plam- 
ness of speech, behaviour, and apparel, until about 
the twenty-seventh year of his age. 

" And now, after more than thirty years' experi- 
ence as to those testimonies, he feels it well to state 
some of the results 'as he has found them. 

" In the progress of the change, from wearing 
gay apparel to wearing a plain dress, he asked 
advice of no one, and no one advised him, or 
influenced him, except it may be that a number 
of years before the change he asked a Friend to 
explain to him the intention of the plain dress, 
who could only reply that * those who wore it felt 
Galled on so to do^ or words to that effect ; and 
however simple these words may seem, they contain 
the pith of the whole matter. 

" He read diligently the biographies and other 
writings of Friends, in which, as face answers face 
in a glass, he found that others had passed along 
the same road that he was travelling. And in due 
time it was shown to him, with indubitable clear- 
ness by the Holy Spirit, as he reverently believes, 
what he was to do in the matter. Such was the 
solidity and clearness of his conviction as to this 
testimony, that he has never since felt any waver- 
ing of doubt as to its reality and correctness. 
Every man's faith rests very much on his own expe- 
riences — the things that he has experienced him- 
self — the things that he has seen and handled 
himself — and known of his own knowledge — ^are as 
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foundation stones to his faith, in what he reads or 
hears of the experience of others. 

** Those who have never been really called to 
adopt plainness by the Holy Spirit in their hearts 
may find it difficult, if not impossible, to believe 
that others really have had such a call, and may 
look upon the whole testimony as a mere dead form 
invented by human wisdom ; whereas it appears to 
the writer to be one of those foolish things of God 
that are wiser than the wisdom of man (1 Cor. 
i. 25). When the writer was called to adopt the 
plain coat, which was to him a severe trial, not only 
the very day but the very hour was indicated on 
which to make the change. And this seems to him 
so certain, that if he was to doubt that, he must 
doubt all his religious experience, and in fact all his 
experiences. 

" With such an experience as this, it is evident 
that the sneers of * making hroad your phylacteriesy 
and other like expressions, fall on his mind as the 
expressions of men who have had no living experi- 
ence themselves, who have had no real call them- 
selves to uphold the testimony. Or it may be of 
men who have adopted the testimony as a mere 
matter of conformity with the Society, out of defer- 
ence to the views of other men like themselves, and 
who are of course restive under what to them 
appears such senseless formality. 

"The tongue is a little member, and boasteth 
great things ; behold how much wood a little fire 
kindleth (James iii. 5). As the tongm, among the 
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members of the body, so is plainness of dress 
among Friends' testimonies ; it speaks for the rest 
to whoever sees it. It may seem small in itself, but 
it influences the whole life of the wearer, and com- 
municates his influence to all beholders. 

" When the writer goes into a court of law, or 
before a magistrate, to testify as to facts, he is not 
asked whether he swears or afl&rms, the well-under- 
stood dress speaks for him, and he is affirmed with- 
out questioning. The dress is a perpetual testimony 
to edl beholders against swearing whenever it is seen 
and known. 

" In passing along the streets the writer has often 
been insulted by having the word * Quaker ' called 
out at him, sometimes accompanied with opprobrious 
words, sometimes by little boys throwing stones or 
other missiles at him. What does this mean) 
Why, that the testimony of Friends against resist- 
ing violence by violence is well known, and that 
people of a mean spirit insult Friends not fearing 
any resistance ; the dress tells them whom they may 
safely attack. On a number of occasions, in speak- 
ing to such people, their manner, when addressed, 
has shown conclusively on what ground they stood. 

" No one in a Friendly garb frequents places for 
gambling, drinking, horse-racing, houses of impurity, 
theatres, &c., as he would soon become known, and 
be exposed. The plain dress would not only make 
the wearer odious as a hypocrite, but also act as a 
disagreeable monitor to the frequenters of such 
places. gtized by Google 



THE REASON GIVEN. 17 

" Thus the dress is as a tongue that proclaims the 
principles of Friends, wherever it is seen and known 
— a silent monitor that teaches continually — calling 
the beholders to that self-denial without which no 
one can be a disciple of Christ. Every consistent 
Friend thereby becomes a silent teacher of those 
doctrines and testimonies that Friends uphold, a 
leaven in society wherever his lot may be cast — 
those who discard the plain dress thereby diminish 
their power to spread the other testimonies. 

"Plainness of dress is called one of the minor 
testimonies^ eipid so in some sense it may be called — 
but to judge of the importance of members by their 
size is not very sensible. A small man may con- 
trol a great nation of men larger than himself, and 
how often is the conduct of Friends influenced by 
their dress. Probably no one of Friends' testi- 
monies is more generally known to the outer world, 
or attracts more attention to their other testimonies. 

"C. 
''Sixth Month 5th, 1S73:' 

THE FIFTH QUERY. 

Are Early Constitution Friends just in 
their dealings, punctual in fulfilling their 
engagements, clear of defrauding the public 
revenue, and careful to live within the 
bounds of their circumstances 1 

(Deut. xvL 20, margin). — Justice, justice shalt thou 
follow. ogitized by Google 
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18 THE EEASON GIVEN. 

(Matt. vii. 12.) — All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them. 

(Deut. xxiv. 14, 15.) — ^Thou shalt not oppress an 
hired servant that is poor and needy • 
. . . at his day thou shalt give 
him his hire. 

(Eom. xiii. 8.) — Owe no many anything. 

(Rom. xiii. 7.) — Render therefore unto all their 
dues : tribute to whom tribute is due ; 
custom to whom custom. 

(Titus ii. 3-5.) — The aged women . . . that they be 
. . . teachers of good things ; that 
they may teach the young women 
... to be housekeepers. [So ren- 
dered in the Philadelphia Friend, in 
which it is well said that it may often 
be the duty of some Christian women 
to be from home, labouring in the 
GospeL] [A good housekeeper helps 
her husband to. live within the bounds 
of his circumstances.] 

(2 Cor. xii. 14.) — The parents [ought to lay up] for 
the children ; [and therefore should 
live within the bounds of their cir- 
cumstances]. 

THE SIXTH QUERY. 

Do Early Constitution Friends avoid all 
vain sports, and hurtful diversions, gaming. 
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all unnecessary frequenting of taverns and 
other public-houses, the habitual use of 
tobacco,* excess in drinking, and other 
intemperance ? 

(Eph. V. 16.) — Kedeeming the time. 

(Liike xiL 6.) — ^Are not five sparrows sold for two 
farthings, and not one of them is 
forgotten before God. [A right con- 
sideration of God's care for birds is in- 
consistent with shooting for diversion.] 

(Exod. XX. 17.) — Thou shalt not covet . . . any- 
thing that is thy neighbour's [which 
gamblers do]. 

(1 Cor. X, 31.) — ^Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God. 

(Eph. V. 18.) — Be not drunk with wine, wherein is 
excess. 

(Prov. xxiiL 21.) — The drunkard and the glutton 
shall come to poverty. 

THE SEVENTH QUERY. 

Are Early Constitution Friends faithful 

* From the PhUadelphia Friend of Se?enth Month 10th, 
1869:— 

'* It was the prediction of a worthy departed minister of 
our Society, that Friends would have a testimony to bear 
against the use of tobacco, saying to those who heard him 
thrt they might note it down." ^^^^^^ ,,Google 



20 THE KEASON GIVEN. 

in bearing our Christian* testimony against 
receiving and paying tithes, rent-charge in 
lieu of tithes, and priest's demands ; and 
are Early Constitution Friends careful not 
to balk our testimony to a free ministry, by 
attending at places where a hired ministry 
is practised ? 

(Heb. vii. 12.) — For the priesthood being changed, 
there is made of necessity a change 
also of the law. 

(Heb. vii. 18.) — For there is verily a disannulling 
of the commandment going before for 
the "weakness and unprofitableness 
thereof [The same power that or- 
dained tithes under the law, disan- 
nulled them under the GospeL — 
Fenington,] 

(1 Pet. iv. 11.) — If any one speak, let it be as the 
oracles of God ; if any one minister, 
as from the might which God supplies. 
[Purver's Translation.] 

In accordance with this Query, we cannot 
permit " the participation of ministers of other 
rehgious professions in the meetings of our 
members." — In 1799, London Yearly Meeting 

• There is " a remnant of Judaism involved in receiving or 
paying tithes." To restore the Jewish Ceremonial Law, is to 
deny that Christ is come in the flesh, „gi,,,,,yGoogle 
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says : — " It is the judgement of this meeting, 
that our meeting-houses should not be lent to 
the ministers of other societies, who do not 
profess to depend on Divine direction in every 
step taken in worship and ministry." — [Y. M. 
Minutes, 2nd Ed.,. London, 1802, p. 85.] 

When we are constrained to differ from our 
fellow-men, we desire that it may be in a spirit 
of meekness ; so that if possible the witness in 
them may be reached. We cannot comply even 
with the law of the land where it would super- 
sede the law of Christ. If, for instance, it be 
made illegal to bury a corpse without a certifi- 
cate of death from some ecclesiastical ofl&cer, an 
Early Constitution Friend might allege that to 
apply for such permission would be to acknow- 
ledge the imion of Church and State. That the 
(Jovemment has a right to demand a certificate 
of death signed by the medical attendant, and 
registered by a dvU registrar, is reasonable ; 
,but rather than own an ecclesiastical oflBcer, we 
would desire that our bodies might be commited 
to the deep. 

THE EIGHTH QUERY. 

Are Early Constitution Friends faithful 
in our testimony against oaths, bearing 
arms, and being in any manner concerned 
in the militia, in rifle-corps, in anned 

C)*itized by V^OG 



22 THE KEASON GIVEN. 

vessels, or dealing in prize goods ; and 
against encouraging lotteries of any 
kind? 

(Matt. V. 33-37.) — Ye have heard that it hath been 
said by them of old time, Thou shalt 
not forswear thyself, but shalt perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths ; but I say 
unto you, Swear not at all ; . . . bnt 
let your communication be. Yea, yea; 
Nay, nay ; for whatsoever is more 
than these cometh of evil. 

(James v. 12.) — ^But above all things, my bretiiren, 
swear not, neither by heaven, neither 
by the earth, neither by any other 
oath : but let your Yea be yea ; and 
your Nay, nay; lest ye fedl into 
condemnation. 

(Luke ii. 13, 14.) —And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising Grod, and saying, Glory 
to Grod in the highest, and on earth- 
peace; good-will toward men. 

(Matt. V. 43, 44.) — Ye have heard that it hath been 
said. Thou shalt love thy neighbour, 
and hate thine enemy. But I say 
unto you. Love your enemies. 

(Matt. xxvi. 62.) — Then said Jesus unto [Peter], 
Put up again thy sword into his 
place. 
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(John xviii. 36.) — Jesus answered, My kingdom is 
not of this world: if my kingdom 
were of this world, then would my 
servants fight, that I should not be 
delivered to the Jews. 

(2 Cor. X. 3, 4.) — We do not war after the flesh ; 
for the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal. 

(James iv. 1.) — From whence come wars and fight- 
ings among you 1 Come they not 
hence, even of your lusts (margin, 
pleasures) that war in your members] 
[Here is the first seat of the war. 
Hence proceeds the war of man with 
man, king with king, nation with 
nation. — Wesley. ] 

(Isaiah ii- 4.) — And He shall judge among the 
nations, and shall rebuke {Lowthj 
work conviction in) many people; 
and they will beat their swords into 
plough shares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks ; nation will not lift 
up sword against nation, neither will 
they learn war any more. 

(1 Tim. vi. 9.) — ^They that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and per- 
dition. [Lotteries depend on the 
desire to be rich.] 
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THE NINTH QUEKY. 

Are poor Early Constitution Friends' 
necessities duly inspected, and are they 
relieved or assisted in such business as 
they are capable of. Do their children 
freely partake of learning to fit them for 
business; and are they and other Early 
Constitution Friends' children placed 
among Early Constitution Friends ? 

(Rom. xii 13.) — Distributing to the necessity of 
saints. 

(PML iv. 16.) — ^For even in Thessalonica ye sent 
once and again unto my necessity. 

(Acts xxi. 34, 35.) — ^These hands have ministered 
unto my necessities, and to them that 
were with me. I have showed you 
all things, how that so labouring ye 
ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how He said. It is more blessed 
to give than to receive. 

(Tit. iiL 14.) — And let ours also learn to maintain 
good works (margin, profess honest 
trades) for necessary uses, that they 
be not unfi^tfuL 

(Rom. xii 11.) — Not slothful in business. 

Google 
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The following is from E. Barclay's recent 
pamphlet on Membership, p. 52 : — 

"Children of Christian parents are placed by 
Divine providence in a position in which the respon- 
sibility of their religious training rests not upon the 
Church, but exclusively upon the parents. Church 
officers cannot in any case rightly interfere between 
the parents and children. .... All the Church 
can legitimately do is, we venture to think, this : to 
enforce on Christian parents their duties, and to 
offer them, in certain cases, the advantages of Chris- 
tian instruction for their children of a superior kind 
to supplement their own. In some cases this may 
be best done in connection with education, as in our 
public schools; in other cases it may be done 
independently." 

The following is from the Discipline of Phi- 
ladelphia Yearly Meeting, ed. 1834 : — 

" Among the Queries to be * read, considered, and 
answered once a year in each Monthly and Quarterly 
Meeting this occurs, namely : * Fourth Query. Are 
there schools established for the education of our 
youth, under the care of teachers in membership with 
us, and superintended by committees appointed either 
in the Monthly or Preparative Meetings]' " 

THE TENTH QUERY. 

Do ye take due care regularly to deal 
with all oflfenders in the spirit of meek- 
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ness, without partiality or unnecessary 
delay, in order for their help ; and where 
such labour is ineffectual, to place judge- 
ment upon them, in the authority of 
Truth ?^ 

(Gal. vi. 1.) — Brethren, if a man be overtaken in 
a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such a one in the spirit of meekness ; 
considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted. 

(Jas. iiL 17.) — The wisdom that is from above is 
.... without partiality. 

(1 Tim. V. 21.) — I charge thee before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect 
angels, that thou observe these things 
without preferring one before another, 
doing nothing by partiality. 

(1 Cor. V. 12.) — Do not ye judge them that are 
within? 

THE ELEVENTH QUERY. 

Is care taken early to admonish such as 
appear inclined to marry in a manner 
contrary to the rules of our Society ; and 
in due time to deal with such as persist in 
refusing to take counsel ? 

* From Philadelphia Queries, namely their 8th. 



THE REASON GIVEN. 27 

The following is from Rutty's History of 
Friends in Ireland : — 

" Queries established anno 1740. 

" 15. Do any propose marriage without first 
ohtaining the consent of parents or guardians 1 

"In 1811 London Yearly Meeting issued the 
following : — 

" * This meeting is of the judgement, that as com- 
pliance with the laws of the land, in cases wherein 
conscience is not violated, is an acknowledged prin- 
ciple of Friends, the Society cannot, consistently 
with this principle, allow, in our meetings, the 
passing of marriages which are not authorised hy 
the law on this suhject, and which are included in 
the degrees of consanguinity or afiinity prohibited 
thereby. And this meeting is further of the judge- 
ment, that, according to our rules, clandestine pro- 
ceedings cannot be regarded by us, as constituting 
a proper, sufficient, and valid marriage.'" — [Supple- 
ment to 2nd ed., p. 263.] 

(2 Cor. vL 14.) — ^Be ye not imequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers. 

(Gen. ii. 18.) — And the Lord God said. It is not 
good that the man should be alone ; 
I will make him an help-meet for him. 

(1 Cor. vii 39.) — If her husband be dead, she is at 
liberty to be married to whom she 
wiU ; only in the Lord. 

(1 Tim. V. 11,) — ^Against Christ they wiU marry. 
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[Observe, the sin is not in marrying, 
but in marrying against Christ.'] 
(Heb. xiii 4.) — Marriage is bonourable. 

Before a Meeting can grant liberty to parties 
to accomplish their intended marriage, it ha^ to 
be satisfied that they are clear of other mar- 
riage engagements. 

In the case of children by a former marriage, 
the Meeting has to see that their just rights as 
to property have been attended to. 

Before proceeding to the Twelfth Qwery^ it 
may be well to consider a proposal that ap- 
peared in the British Friend some months ago 
over the signature T. W. That writer was in 
favour of the retention of Birthright Member- 
ship. He would, however, take away from such 
members the power to legislate, and place it in 
fewer hands. He says, in substance: "There 
are among us those on whom the Lord has 
manifestly laid a service or bestowed a gift. 
Now, if these and these only could be set apart, 
they might act for the advantage of the body." 

While thinking that the influx of Birthright 
Members would prevent the permanent good 
that might otherwise arise from the adoption of 
T. W.'s plan, it appears to be well adapted to 
a purer system of Membership. If so, let there 
be a Gift and Service Committee^ consisting only 
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of those Early Constitution Friends whose gift 
was manifest and open so as to be acknowledged 
by all. "No matter what the service or the 
gift might be," whether, for instance, the public 
ministry of the Word, or that of handling the 
pen in the cause of Truth. When these met 
apart, the main thing would be for every one to 
keep to his own exercise, so as to do or say no- 
thing into which he was not Divinely led. These 
would still be accountable to the body at large 
for the faithful discharge of their duties, seeing 
that the true order of Christ in his Church is 
as remote from hierarchy as it is from anarchy. 
Let us now refer again to E. Barclay's recent 
pamphlet. He says (p. 53) : — 

" Since the introduction of Birthright Member- 
ship and the institution of non-preaching or * Go- 
verning' Elders (of which we may remark there 
exists no mention in the New Testament, and that 
such officers were also unknown in the Early Society 
of Friends), the Society of Friends as * a Church ' 
(to use the words of its founders) has declined in 
nimibers to an extent which threatens its ultimate 
extinction both here and in America,* and in a 

* It has become practically extinct in Wales, Scotland, and 
Holland. The correctness of the statements of the writer 
respecting the rapid decrease of Friends in America, have not 
hitherto been contested, and have received confirmation from 
the Clerk of Indiana Yearly Meeting. n^^^\^ 
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gtrictly Qiristiaii point of view as a Society, has not 
contributed its quota to the conversion of sinners, 
and the visible advancement of the Christian 
religion. 

" The most serious effect of Birthright Member- 
ship is that which it has upon our practical action 
for the propagation of the Gospel in its simplicity 
and purity, and on the shepherding of the flock 
already gathered. There is no visible flock^ and 
thus Christian ministera are not acknowledged in 
their pastoral relation. * Take heed to yourselves 
and to the Flock, over which the Holy Ghost has 
made you Overseers, to feed the Church of God, 
which He hath purchased with his own blood.' The 
institution of non-preaching or ' Governing ' Elders 
and Overseers, in the definition which we now make 
of their duties, was the necessary outcome of Birth- 
right Membership, because it is obvious that after 
this was instituted there existed no body of persons 
in our Society who, in the New Testament sense, 
represented the outward and visible Church, the 
' Body of Christ,' and the * mind of the Spirit,' and 
therefore, in practice, it was obviously necessary 
that there should be a body of persons constituted, 
who should stand between the mixed Congregation 
and the Ministers, and it was so arranged that they 
did not even represent this mixed congregation. 
Then duties, which unquestionably belonged to 
Christian ministers who were chosen by the New 
Testament Churches to fulfil the office of * overseer * 
or * bishop,' were transferred to other persons, who 
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were generally officers for life, and whose duties 
were loosely defined, and the exercise of them im- 
perfectly controlled, and whose appointment, it 
might generally be said, had no clear and Scriptural 
warrant ; nor was there evident proof to the Church 
that 'the Holy Ghost had made them overseers,* 
and that they themselves felt a distinct call to per- 
form these duties. The oversight of the flock j 
private religious conversation with them; the en- 
couragement or advice of the younger ministers; 
the visitation of the sick ; the instruction of the 
children of members in the truths of the Christian re- 
ligion where there was the opening for such service ; 
the attempt to form new Meetings where none exist, 
by the conversion of worldly sinners ; the uniting 
of the y(^unger ministers with themselves in such 
service ; the regular supply of all the congregations 
of Friends with ministers, — are all matters which fell 
within the province of such Church officers, and 
respecting which they were, we think, accountable 
to the Church. The ancient practice of ministers 
giving an account of their proceedings to the Church 
on their return from a religious visit with a certificate, 
is a familiar instance, which proves that ministers 
were considered in the early Society of Friends as 
responsible to the Church. Complaints of the want 
of a supply of ministry from various meetings, may 
also be me;ntioned in proof of the existence of this 
responsibility. Such complaints would now be con- 
sidered altogether out of place, and evincing a want 
of dependence upon the great Head of the Church. 
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It is in accordance with natural and spiritual laws, 
that if a trust or office is confided to Christian per- 
sons who feel called to undertake it, that a peculiar 
and real pleasure will be felt in endeavouring to dis- 
charge it, and such persons can then feel that they 
have a claim on all persons who profess themselves 
to be members for assistance of every kind, spiritual, 
practical, and material,* in their attempt rightly to 
discharge their duties, and give a good account of 
their stewardship. Are we, in our anxiety to be 
free from every vestige of priestcraft, and every shred 
of making, in the words of the Apostle Paul, * godli- 
ness a source of emolument,' to overthrow the New 
Testament idea of the Christian Ministry or Elder- 
ship as a distinct office of the outward and visible 
Church? 

" Many difficulties which present themselves in 
view of the abolition of Birthright Membership 
would be entirely obviated by the concession of this 
position to certain ministers, rightly called and 
chosen, from time to time, and who would be held 
responsible to act for each Church in all those things 
in which all members cannot rightly act. We should 
recollect that although all the members are necessary, 
and therefore have a certain equality of rights — ^yet 



* ** And if at any time they be called of God, so as the work 
oi the Lord hinder them from the use of their trades (Minis- 
ters) take wJuU is given them hy such to whom they ha/ve 
communicated^ spirituals" — (P. 294 x. Prop., Barclay's 
Apology. BMkeryiUe Edition.) ,„,„,,, ,,Google 
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tliat Christ, ' wlien He ascended up on high/ gave 
some apostles, prophets, evangelists, jastors and 
teachers, for the perfecting of the saints for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the hody of 
Christ — ^and that the Church of Christ acts through 
and are fellow-helpers of such officers." 

[It is not unlikely that, among Early Con- 
stitution Friends, some will feel constrained by 
the love of Christ to offer themselves in this 
pastoral relation.] 

The foregoing extract, which could not be 
shortened without injustice to the author's mean- 
ing, may help to show what members would 
be suitable for the Gift-and-Sermce Conmiittee. 

Let us now pass on to the Twelfth Query, 
only premising that the Church officers therein 
mentioned could be recommended by the said 
Conmiittee, and approved of by the Monthly 
Meeting. 

TWELFTH QUERY. 

Have ye two or more faithful Early 
Constitution Friends, appointed by the 
Monthly Meeting, as overseers in each 
Particular Meeting ; are the rules respect- 
ing removals duly observed ; are the Gene- 
ral Advices read as directed,* and are the 

* The General Advices as printed in London Yearly Meet- 
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lists of your members revised and corrected 
once in the year 1 

(Acts xiv. 23.) — ^And wlien they had ordained them 
elders in every church. 

(Titus i 5.) — ^For this cause left I thee in Crete, 
that thou shouldest set in order the 
things that are wanting, and ordain 
elders in every city, as I had appointed 
thee. 

ing Minutes, edition 1802, are reprinted in Daniel Pickard'e 
Expostulation, page 70, where they are thns introduced : — 

"THE GBNEEAIi ADVICES. 

" Trolj, indeed, on the right understanding of the purpose 
and use of them not a little hinges ; and in order thereunto 
it appears needful to recur, as much as may be, to such as 
were originally issued by the Yearly Meeting. By so doing, 
we shall find that they were of a disciplinary character, and 
were expressly provided for the use of Friends in their Meet- 
ings for Discipline, to stir up diligence on the part (rf those 
engaged therein ; so that the idea of reading them in public 
at the close of a meeting for worship would be altogether 
distant from the minds of their originators. The edition of 
1802, as herewith extracted and subjoined, will suffice to 
show their purpose, substance, and unassuming character : — 

*' Friends are advised, 

" 1st. To observe due moderation in the furniture of their 
houses ; and to avoid superfluity in their manner of living. 

" 2nd To attend to the limitations of truth in their trade 
and outward concerns. 

" 3rd. To be careful to place out children, of all degrees, 
amongst those Friends whose care and example will be most 
likely to conduce to their safety j to prefer such servants and 
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(Acts XX. 1 7.) — ^And from Miletus lie sent to Ephesus, 
and called the elders of the Church. 

Before noticing the next Query, which origi- 
nated in a concern felt by Anthony Benezet, it 
may be weU to remark that nothing is inserted 
in any of these Queries but what has akeady 
appeared in print, either in some. Friend's book 
or periodical 

apprentices as are members of our Society ; and not to de- 
mand exorbitant apprentice fees, lest they frustrate the care 
of Friends in these respects. 

''4th. To endeavour to make way for their servants to 
attend meetings, and to encourage them therein. 

" 5th. To guard carefuUy against tlie introduction of pemi. 
cions books into their families. 

" 6th. To make their wills and settle their outward affairs 
in time of health. 

" 7th. To refrain from being concerned in lotteries ; which 
this meeting considers as a species of gaming. 

« Finally. It is recommended tliat all Friends watch over 
one another for good ; that when occasions of uneasiness first 
appear in any, they may be treated with in privacy and 
tenderness, before the matter be communicated to another. 
Thns the hands of those concerned in the further exercise of 
the discipline will not be weakened by a consciousness of their 
having themselves departed from the true order of ihe 
Gospel. And Friends everywhere are advised to maintain 
( the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace ! * 

"1791—1801." 

With the exception of one or two minor alterations, that 
might be called for from the changed circumstances of the 
times, these Advices may truly be said to be as applicable now, 
as was the case when they were first wsued.^^^^^^ Q^^gj^ 
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THE THIBTEENTH QUEBT. 

Do ye require of your members, that 
when they have got a sufficiency to carry 
on their respective business, they shall not 
suflFer wealth to heap up in their hands, 
but shall apply the overplus to the relief 

of the necessitous, and other good works ? 

« 

(Matt, vi 19-21.) — Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal ; 
but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal: for 
where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 

(1 Tim. vi. 17-19). — Charge them that are rich in 
this world, that they be not high- 
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, 
but in the living God, who giveth us 
- richly all thiugs to enjoy ; that they 
do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate ; laying up in store for 
themselves a good foundation against 
the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life. ^ . 
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(Luke xvL 9.) — I say unto you, Make to yourselves 
friends of tlie mammon of unrighteous- 
ness; that, when ye fail, they may 
receive you into everlasting habita- 
tions. 

(Luke xvL 11.) — ^Therefore, if you have not been 
faithful in unrighteous riches, who 
will intrust you with true? [Pui> 
ver's Translation.] 

(Psalm xlL 1, 4.) — Blessed is he that considereth 
the poor ; the Lord will deliver him 
in time of trouble. . . . Thou wilt 
make all his bed in his sickness. 

(Acts X. 4.) — Thy prayers and thine alms are come 
up for a memorial before Grod. 

(Matt. XXV. 40.) — Liasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. 

Li OUT endeavours to carry out the concern 
of this worthy Friend, Anthony Benezet, it is 
not needful that one man should know what 
another possesses. Neither does it involve the 
idea of directing a brother in what channel his 
liberality should flow. It willingly makes 
allowance, too, for such accumulation as may 
be made by a brother walking in the fear of 
God, to provide for requirements seen and 
unseen. 

[An illustration may here be given from the 
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case of James Caughey, a pious Methodist in 
America. He had some spare cash by him: 
their mission cause was much in need, and he 
was often about to give, but was inwardly re- 
strained. He was a single man, therefore had 
neither wife nor child to provide for. In due 
time his way opened for a religious visit to 
Europe, with the unity of the Society that he 
was connected with. This was the unseen duty 
for which he was to reserve his money ; and 
this journey issued in the conversion of thou- 
sands, who are safely landed in heaven — ^for he 
was a very dedicated man.] 

The exercise of that worthy Friend, already 
mentioned, wiU best appear in his own words. 
This letter is the last in the second volume of 
Kendall's collection : — 

ASTHONY BeNBZBT TO JOHN PeMBERTON (tHEN IN 

England), written a little before his death. 

'' PhiladdpUay Fifth Month 2^thy 1783. 
" It is amazing what an influence the love of the 
world, its esteem and Mendships, and the desire of 
amassing wealth, living (themselves and children) 
in delicacy and show, in conformity to the world, 
has upon so many in our Society, who, in other 
respects, appear under some impressions of good; 
notwithstanding they cannot but be sensible of its 
woeful effect upon the religious welfare of their 
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of&pniig, who thereby (as inentioned by the Apostle) 
fall into snares and hurtful lusts, often to their 
perdition ; notwithstanding the nature of our pro- 
fession, and a conformity to the example and pre- 
cepts of our Lord, lay such an absolute prohibition 
on such a state : ' Lay not up treasures for yourselves 
on earth,* says our blessed Saviour. * How hardly 
shall those who have riches enter,' &c. * Woe to 
you that are rich.' Be not conformed, but be ye 
transformed, that ye may be the better qualified 
to follow Him who has called you in the way of the 
cross to be soldiers in His holy warfare, but learn 
of Him who was meek and low; who, though 
He was Lord of all, chose to come in the form of a 
servant, walked on foot, fed on barley loaves, &c. 
Some injimctions, more doubtful and less Hkely to 
a£fect the heart, we take according to the fuU force 
of the expressions, as with respect to an oath; whilst 
others whose hurtful nature is more apparent, and 
$s positively prohibited by our Saviour — as that of 
laying up treasures — ^we make nothing of, to that 
degree that even acknowledged ministers, persons 
&voured with excellent gifts, have so much de- 
meaned their noble calling as to engage in entangling 
and dangerous worldly afiOedrs, or in seeking rich 
wives, sometimes in other respects unsuitable for 
them ; which is a stumbling-block to sober enqui- 
rers who feel the strength of the Gospel injunction 
not to love the world, nor seek high things, but 
trust in Gk>l When they see those of note amongst 
Quakers thus labour to lay up wealth in abundance, 
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though they cannot but see its direful effects on 
their offspring, who are thereby induced to fly above 
truth, and even xlisregard their parents. Well, I 
trust the woe attending this disposition, as well to 
the individuals as to the reputation of truth and 
hindrance of its prevalence amongst the people, will 
become so apparent that endeavours will be used in 
a Society capacity to put a check upon this disposi- 
tion which is so much for laying heap upon heap, 
land to land, &c., by requiring of their members, 
that when they have got a sufficiency to carry on their 
respective business, they shall not suffer wealth to 
heap up in their hands, but shall apply the over- 
plus to the relief of the necessitous, and other good 
works, which the industry and fingality which our 
principles lead to will naturally produce. 

"An instance, which not long since occurred, 
caused me to make some painful reflections upon 
this most weighty subject, which I find my mind 
inclined to communicate to thee, my dear Mend ; 
perhaps thou mayst make a profitable use of it in 
some places where thy lot may be cast. A Friend died 
reputed to have left £60,000 to £70,000 to a number 
of children and grandchildren, already so elevated 
by the fortunes they were possessed of, as to be 
ready to take wing and fly above truth, in confor- 
mity to the world, its friendships, fashions, &c 
This happened in the depth of winter, one of those 
intense cold days which we have all felt to be very 
trying, even to those who are best provided with 
•fuel, suitable clothing, &c. As I passed along I 
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observed aged people and other weakly persons tot- 
tering about tbe streets, or standing in the cold^ in 
pursuit of a few pence towards a scanty subsistence, 
many of those doubtless poorly provided with fuel 
or bedding, both of which articles were then ex- 
ceeding scarce and dear. I compared the situation 
and necessity of these aged people with the super- 
fluous wealth and delicate living of the children of 
the rich man lately deceased, and could not but be 
astonished at the selfishness and caprice of the 
human heart. I queried with myself, Are both these 
children of the same Father, equally under BKs 
notice 1 Are they enjoined (and do they profess) to 
love each other as they love themselves ? Why is not 
at least three quarters of the wealth of a number of the 
rich Quakers laid out in procuring a place of refage, 
comfort, and moderate provision for such weak and 
aged people, that they may, in the decline of life, 
be put into the most suitable situation to think 
and prepare for their latter end, and enjoy a 
moderate state of comfort ? Is it honest to Grod or 
man 1 Is it doing justly as stewards of the wealth 
committed to our care ? Is it loving our neighbour 
as ourselves ? If mankind are indeed brethren^ can 
it be agreeable to the good Father of the family of 
mankind that one should engross so much, and 
employ it to feed the corruptions of his offspring, 
whilst others are under such manifest disadvantages 
for want of the necessaries of lifel Many such 
strange inconsistencies thou wilt meet with, in 
which, I trust, thou wilt be led to act in truth with- 
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out partiality, and to enforce the doctrine of the 
rich man and Lazarus." 

Let us indulge the hope that these sentiments 
of Benezet's will produce much good when they 
have their full weight on prepared minds. 

It has been found useful to know what serions 
persons of other persuasions think of this sin of 
covetousness. 

In 1846 a book was printed in London, written 
by Zilpha Elaw,* an American female of colour, 
whose ministry was made the means of good to 
many souls. About the year 1830 she expresses 
herself thus : — - 

" The immoralities of the Abyssinian brethren, 
when they occur, are obvious and glaring, and are 
easily visited and purged by the discipline of the 
church ; but those of more polished Christians too 
often flow in a deep and mighty under-current : no 
principles are more vicious, no practices more im- 
moral and debasing, than covetousness and worldly 
pride ; the Scriptures exclude those who are guilty 
of them from any inheritance in the kingdom of 
God and Christ ; yet it is a fact but too well known 
that these vices have an unrestrained course through- 
out the more civilised Christian conmiunities, and 
that an attempt to expel these immoralities from 
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those communities, hj subjecting all such oflfenders 
to the discipline of the church, would fill with con- 
fusion, and crumble to ruins every denominational 
superstructure in Christendom." — (P. 104.) 

To return to Friends' Books, Thomas ShiUitoe 
saw much evil in the continued amassing of 
• wealth. He says, in his Address to Friends in 
Great Britain and Ireland (1820) :— 

" For many years I have esteemed it a reproach 
to such a Society of professing Christians as we are, 
when any of our members have been summoned 
from works to rewards, and have left behind them 
such large sums of money of their own accumulation. 
O what a cloud has it brought over their very best 
actions, however conspicuous they may have stood 
in society ! the sorrowful feelings I have been 
dipped into at times on the account of such! 
language fails me to set them forth. . . . 

" Some have replied, when remonstrated with on 
these subjects, that they are at a loss to define the 
word 'enough'; but this difficulty, I am of the 
mind, rests with themselves: in the first place, 
throogh an unwillingness to have their wants cir- 
cumscribed by that power which is from above; 
and in the next, for want of a sincere desire to have 
this word defined for them by that wisdom which 
is as competent to direct in this as in any other 
important step of life. [Vol H page 216, 2nd ed.] 
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THE FOURTEENTH QUERY. 

Do any Early Constitution Friends 
travel from or among you, in the work 
of the ministry, without certificates from 
the meeting to which they belong, or 
against their advice ? 

(2 Cor. iiL 1.) — Epistles of commendation. 

(Romans xvi. 1.) — I commend to you Pliebe our 
sister, who is a minister of the Church 
at Cenchrea. -[Purver's Translation.] 

(1 Peter v. 5.) — ^Be subject one to another, and be 
clothed with humility. 

(CoL iv. 10, 11.) — ^Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, 
touching whom ye received command- 
ments ; if he come unto you, receive 
him, [as] my fellow-worker unto the 
kingdom of God, which [has] been a 
comfort to me. 

CONCLUSION. 

One more extract may be given from a work 
already quoted (R. Barclay's recent Pamphlet). 
The writer's aim was to show that a sound 
system of membership was practised by the 
early Friends. He says : — 

"Let our readers carefully read the following 
quotation from Barclay's ^ Apology * : — ' Those 
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things which I, together with my brethren, do 

believe concerning the Church To be 

a member of a particular Church of Christ, as this 
inward work is indispensably necessary, so is also 
the outward jprofeamm of, and belief in, Jesus 
Christ, and those holy truths delivered by His 
Spirit in the Scriptures, seeing the testimony of the 
Spirit recorded in the Scriptures, doth answer the 
testimony of the Spirit in the heart, even as face 
answereth face in a glass. Hence it follows that 
the inward work of holiness, and forsaking iniquity, 
is necessary in every respect to the being a member 

in the CJiurch of Christ After that the 

princes of the earfch came to take upon them that 
profession, and that it ceased to be a reproach to be 
a Christian, but rather became a means to prefer- 
ment, men became such hy birth and edttcation, and 

not by conversion and renovation of spirit 

For, as to the nature and constitution of a Church 
(abstract from their disputes concerning its constaat 
visibility, infedlibility, and the primacy of the Church 
of Eome), the Protestants, as in practice so in prin- 
ciples, differ not from Papists; for they engross 
within the compass of their Church whole nations, 
making their infants members of it, by sprinkling a 
little water on them ; so that there is none so wicked 
or profane who is not a fellow-member ; no evidence 
of holiness being required to constitute a member of 
the Church. ..... But this inward call, power, 

and virtue of the Spirit of God is necessary to make 
a man a Christian, as we have abundantly proved 
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before in the Second Proposition, according to these 
Scriptures, " He that hath not the Spirit of Christ 
is none of His." " As many as are led by the Spirit 
of God are the sons of God." .... For Jesus 
Christ, as He regardeth not any didtinct particular 
family or nation in the gathering of His children, but 
only such as are joined to and leavened with His own 
pure and righteous seed ; so Neither regards He a 
bare outward succession, where His pure, immaculate, 
and righteous life is wanting, for that were all one. 
He took not the nations into the new covenant, that 
He might suffer them to fall into the old errors of 
the Jews, or to a"pprove them in their errors, but that 
He might gather unto Himself a pure people out of 
the earth. Now this was the great error of the Jews, 
to think they were the Church and people of God, 
because they could derive their outward succession 
from Abraham ; whereby they reckoned themselves 
the children of God, as being the offspring of Abra- 
ham, who was the Father of the FaUhfuL But 
how severely doth the Scripture rebuke this vain 
and frivolous pretence ! Telling them " that God 
is able of the stones to raise children unto Abraham," 
and that not the outward " seed^' but those that are 
found in the ^^ faith'' of Abraham, are the true 
" children of faithful Abraham." Far less, then, 
can this pretence hold among Christians, seeing 
Christ rejects all outward afi&nity of that kind. 
" These," saith He, " are my another, brethren, and 
sisters, who do the will of my Father which is in 
Heaven." And again, "He looked round about 
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Him and said, Who shall do the will of God, these," 
saith He, " are my brethren." So, then, such as do 
not the commands of Christ, are not found clothed 
with His righteousness, are not His disciples ; and 
that which a man hath not he cannot give to 
another ; and it is clear that no man, nor Churchy 
thouglijjbruly called of God, and, as such, having the 
authority of a Church and minister, can any longer 
retain that authority than they retain the power, 
life, and righteousness of Christianity ; for the form 
Ib entailed to the power and substance, and not the 

substance to the form For, seeing 

nothing makes a man truly a Christian but the life 
of Christianity, inwardly ruling in his heart, so 
nothing makes a Church but the gathering of several 
Christians into one body.' " — {Barclay's Apology, 
Prop. X.) 

" This passage has been constantly appealed to by 
the advocates of the abolition of Birthright Member- 
ship, and by those that have stated that the member^ 
ship of the early Society was not a Birthright 
Membership ; and it has been printed and extensively 
circulated, and is not even alluded to by [an author 
who took an opposite view]. We think he ought 
clearly to show how it can be reconciled with his 
idea of a 'Birthright Membership' in the early 
Society, and to explain how the Apologist could 
write such a passage if ' from the rise of Friends the 
children of its members have always been deemed to 
belong to it' 

" The whole of Barclay's ' Anarchy of the Han- 
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ters'* precludes the possibility of the existence of 
Birthright Membership. It is there stated that the 
Early Friends were 'not so foolish as to concern 
ourselves "with those who are not of us, far less who 
stand in opposition to us, so as to reprove, instruct, 
or reclarm them as fellow-members or brethren.' — 
(P. 23). ^ 

"We would meet the supposed analogy of our 
membership to that of the Church of England by 
the following quotation from Edward Burrough, 
stating the objections of the early Friends to the 
constitution of the Church of England. 

" In a paper which now lies before the writer in 
manuscript, Edward Burrough gives 'Some few 
reasons showing why we deny the Church of Eng- 
land,' and are * such as are scornfully called Quakers.' 
He first states that they consider the Church of 
England is a 'fake Church,' and then gives the 
reasons 'why she is a false Church.' The first 
reason is : ' Because she is not constituted of right 
members, but made up of members which are not 
horn again, nor renewed in mind and heart (and of 
such members only doth the true Church of Christ 
consist), but the Church of England consists of the 
contrary.' He claims for the Society of Friends, as 
against the Church of England, that ' this way of 

• " This tract was written at the request of the Morning 

Meeting, which then consisted of the Founders of the Early 

Society, and shows that the Society generally endorsed the 

vie^fs on Church goTermnent there expresse^^' 

Google 
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TeKgion is according to the Scriptures, and in the 
fulfilling of them {i.e, the Scriptures) in doctrine, 
practice, and conversation, and the ministry, ordi- 
nances. Church government, and discipline,' ' accord- 
ing to the example of the Apostles/ 

" But the clear and decisive testimony he bears to 
the cejistitution of the early Society of Friends 
must convince the most incredulous that, at that 
early period. Birthright Membership was repudiated 
as a mark of a ' false Church,' and that young per* 
sons, on attaining their majority, were not received 
as members of the outward Church by right of 
parentage, as represented by [the author already 
spoken of]. 

"E. Burrough continues the reasons why the 
Society of Friends is a true Church: 'Fifthly, 
Because we have assurance, through faith, of the 
love and fevour of the Lord God, and have obtained 
the rest, where comfort and satisfaction is enjoyed 
and the body of sin put off, and Christ the new man 
put on ; and our whole Church consisteth of such 
members, and none but such are members of our 
Churchy but who are bom again of the seed of Grod ; 
nor is any in fellowship with us, but who know 
something of God in them to guide them.' 

" It will be observed that in this quotation there 
is no escape. Either Edward Burrough was hypo- 
critically finiliTig fault with the constitution of the 
membership of the Church of England, and fiEdsely 
representing that the Society of Friends at that period 
was constituted on a radically different principle, or 

E ^ 
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our Mend [the author aforesaid] is mistaken in his 
conclusions. 

" We venture to consider these two quotations 
decisive of the question. If they are not, a very 
heavy charge against the sincerity of the Christian 
character of our early Friends may he considered to 
he proved : viz., that what they preached they did 
not practise ; and that what they publicly, and in 
the most solemn manner, attacked as a great evil in 
the Presbyterian Church and the Church of England, 
they adopted in their own Society. . . . Our 
friend says, * From the rise of Friends, the children 
of its members have always been deemed to belong 
to it,' therefore, ^the statement that Birthright 
Membership is a modem institution is not sustained.' 
In what sense ' to belong ' to it ? The whole question 
of Birthright Membership is a question whether the 
government and conduct of a particular Church 
should rest. First with Christiana : and. Secondly, 
with persons who have accepted its rules and methods 
of pursuing its great Christian objects. Now the 
article itself furnishes conclusive evidence that in 
this sense the children of Members were not ' deemed 
to belong to it j' and that a child of a member, in 
1672 had not, on the ground of being a member's 
child, the slightest right to participate in its conduct 
or government ; but that a young man of twenty- 
one, who was * faithful,' ' weighty,' * seasoned,' * sub- 
stantial,' evincing an attachment to the Society, was 
invited by the elders, i.e. ministers of the Church, 
and with the consent of the Monthly Meeting, be- 
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came entitled to take his seat as a member.* — [Pp. 
40-45.] 

" The testimony of John Barclay that this was 
not ' the practice of older and better times/ is, the 
writer submits, entitled to some deference, since, 
perhaps, no member of the Society of Friends, 
excepting Sewell, the historian, ever had a more 
intimate acquaintance with the literature, both 
printed and manuscript, of the Early Society of 
Friends. 

* << As a proof that this was not onlj the theory bnt the 
practice, the reader maj refer for a statement of the practice 
of the Early Society to page 39 of the * Life of Joseph Pike,' 
published by the writer's father, John Barclay, who remarks 
(pages 40 and 41) on this as a decisive proof ; and states that 
the original membership of the Society was not a Birthright 
Membership. ' So far were onr worthy predecessors/ * those 
who moulded the sect of the Quakers' (he is refnting a 
statement of Beverley's in his ' Letters on the State of the 
Glinrch') from retaining *the worst arrangements of the 
Chnrch of Bome and the Church of England, or even of the 
heaJbhen Brahmins* by allowing * the carnal birth of those 
bom merely by the will of the flesh, to enjoy an equal share 
of all Christian privileges with those who are bom of the 
Spirit!'" 
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APPENDIX. 



The following, which is fraught with instruc- 
tion, is copied from the manuscripts of the late 
Abraham Fisher : — 

*^ Abstract of account transmitted respecting John 
Crook, an early and distinguished minister in the 
Society of Friends, especially during the violent 
persecutions in the reign of Charles the 2nd. 

" It was observable that his gift in the ministry 
was such, in times of great persecution and afifliction, 
whilst firee &om imprisonment, that he frequently 
continued his declarations in public meetings for 
upwards of three hours, during the whole of which 
such an increasing degree of authority attended, as 
to convince many of his auditory that nothing short 
of a Divine commission could produce the baptising 
effects attending his ministry; in consequence whereof 
many were added to the Society through his labours, 
and became ornaments thereof 

"He outlived those days of dark intolerance some 
years, much beloved fix)m the remembrance of his 
past services and sufferings for the noble cause of 
Religion, and frequently appeared in tl^ jg.eetings 
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of his Friends, in very long testimonies of sound 
doctrine and pleasing expressions; but some [of] 
deeply exercised minds among them, observed with 
concern, that energy of melting virtue that accom- 
panied his labours in former times — ^to their great 
consolatioUj — ^was now very little, if at all, felt to 
attend his ministry. 

" Two of those weighty Elders, from a sense of 
duty, when they found their minds suitably quali- 
fied, waited on him, and with all the tenderness 
and deference due to his age, experience, and great 
worth, communicated their fears on this head, and 
intimated their wish that he would look at this 
matter, and seek of that Gracious Being in whose 
service he had been so effectually engaged for many 
years and with remarkable success, for His blessed 
counsel on this subject; and at a suitable time 
favour them with the result of his deliberation. 
He received their communications with great meek- 
ness ; and after some weeks waited on them, in a 
tender, broken frame of mind, letting them know 
with many tears that their brotherly or rather 
fatherly care towards him was a kindness that he 
should never forget ; and that on deep thoughtfiil- 
ness on jbhe matter referred to him he thought there 
was ample cause for it, and he looked on them as 
the messengers of love from the Great Master, to 
warn him of his dangerous situation; and then 
related how he now found he had gradually and 
imperceptibly slidden off, in these times of public 
tranquility, from receiving his ministry through 
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that pure unmixed channel he had formerly re- 
ceived it. The spring of the ministry, he said, 
during the fiery trials of persecution, flowed so 
copiously through him, that he felt little labour to 
come at it ; hut in the latter days of the Church's 
tranquility, he, from the love he felt to the cause, 
delivered words as they occurred to him in the 
public assemblies, which (he did not perceive till 
their kind intimation to him) were only from his 
natural powers as a man, and not from the Divine 
gift of Gospel ministry as formerly, of which he was 
now fully convinced, and returned praises for his 
great deliverance where first due, and [grateftd 
acknowledgments] to them as instruments thereof. 

" He continued silent as a minister for three 
years after this, and about that time again broke 
forth in a few words, just as at his first coming out 
in the ministry, and gradually increased in his gift 
to the comfort and edification of his Friends ; and 
was very careful ever after not to exceed the measure 
of Divine opening he was favoured with in the 
exercise of his gift" 
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